A newsletter of Church Planting International

December 2019

Huichol Church Plant
in the Sierra Madre
Mountains of Mexico
By Steven Shepard

From November 7-20, I was in Mexico on a visit
to pastors in Tepic and then to the remote Huichol
village of Guadalupe Ocotan, where CPI has worked
since 1998. The church, whose pastor went to be with
the Lord over four years ago, continues to persevere
as church members have learned to minister to each
other. Our team, including four Mexican believers,
held two days of training workshops, four evening
meetings, ministered on Sunday, and served
communion.
While a pastor still has not been found for the
Guadalupe church, there is an 18-year-old Huichol
man named Elian Chavez, who grew up in the church
and is interested in ministry. In March of 2020, CPI
plans to send young Elian to a nine-month training
program in the state of Oaxaca.

Participants in the two-day training workshops in the remote Huichol
village of Guadalupe Ocotan and instructors Steven Shepard and
Pastor Lenon of Tepic (bottom row on right)

Uganda
In September, CPI provided a motorcycle for Pastor
Richard and Syliva Muwerweza, who are planting a
church in the un-churched, rural village of Nabweya
in eastern Uganda. About 150 people now attend the
new church and Richard and Sylvia have even started
a second church in another un-churched community
called Nakate. The motorcycle helps Richard travel
from village to village plus provide income for his
family. Richard and Sylvia were sent out by Calvary
Worship Center in the capital city of Kampala,
pastored by CPI co-worker Michael Dakitali. CPI is
planning to lead another mission team to Uganda in
October of 2020.
Right: Steven
with Ugandan
church planters
Michael (left)
serving in
Kampala and
Richard,
serving in rural
eastern
Uganda

Above left: Sunday worship in Guadalupe Ocotan; Above right: young
Huichol leader Elian Chavez whom CPI is sending to Oaxaca for nine
months of ministry training in March
Left: Steven
Shepard in
front of the Sierra
Madre Mountains of
west-central Mexico,
where Guadalupe
Ocotan is located.
This region is home
to most of the
estimated 51,000
Huichol spread out
among 400 different
communities.
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Peru

In October, CPI sent co-worker Cesar
Soto to the Yaminahuas, which is one
of four Amazon Jungle tribes that CPI
works among in Peru. Cesar spent nine
days in the largest Yami community
where – after about 15 years – the
church among the Yamis is finally
beginning to emerge. The church
currently meets twice a week. Please
pray that the Lord will strengthen the
young Yaminahua church leaders.

training for church leaders and
members, and also for people from
another village that recently came
to Christ through the outreach of
the Puerto Nuevo church. After
that we will conduct three weeks
of training at the CPI Center in
Pucallpa, followed by more training
and a construction project in Lima.
CPI has undertaken the construction
of a three-story building in Lima that
will eventually become CPI’s second
On January 26, Christy and I head
mission center in Peru. The Lima
back to Peru. I’ll stay for about nine
Center will house a church, a training
weeks and Christy about six. Along
center, pastoral housing, and a hospiwith Tom and Barb Hopkins, we will
tality center for visitors and groups.
first visit the new church plant in the
If you would like to join us, we still
Amazon Jungle village of Puerto Nuevo
could use help for the work project
on the Ucayali River. We will conduct
from March 8-16.

Word of Grace Bible Institute students at the CPI
Center in the Peruvian Amazon city of Pucallpa.
Students attend from about seven Shipibo
communities.

The Relationship Between Repentance and Faith
By Steven Shepard

“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom
of God is at hand. Repent, and believe
in the gospel.” Mark 1:15
Jesus’ words teach us what God requires
for us to enter His eternal Kingdom – a
Kingdom that begins in this life and
comes in fullness when Jesus returns.
Jesus commands us to repent and to
believe the gospel. While repentance and
faith are both required, these two human
responses only very rarely are mentioned
together in Scripture. Sometimes only
repentance is mentioned and sometimes
only faith. But far more often it is faith
alone that is mentioned as the
requirement to receive eternal life, to be
forgiven, or to be reconciled to our
Creator. For example, in the Gospel of
John, the word “repent” or “repentance”
does not even appear once, while
“believing” is referred to 85 times. Why
is this? If repentance is truly necessary,
why is faith so often given as the only
condition for salvation? This is because
genuine faith in Christ and repentance
cannot be separated. It is a characteristic
of faith that it always brings with it a
deep and heartfelt repentance. It would
be impossible to trust in Jesus with our
whole being as our Savior and then
continue to rebel against Him by the
way we live our lives.
So it is proper to interpret the Scriptures,
as the Reformers did, by saying that

salvation is by faith alone in Jesus Christ
(Jn. 3:16-18,36; 5:24; 6:29,40,47; Acts
10:43; 13:39; 16:30-33; Rom. 3:20-28;
4:3-8; Gal. 2:16; Eph. 2:8-9). Jesus, and
only Jesus, died for our sins (past,
present, and future), and by so doing
completely satisfied the justice of God,
taking away our guilt. If our salvation
depends upon specific acts of repentance,
how could we ever know whether our
repentance was complete? But God
planned that salvation should come to us
through Christ alone, by His grace alone
(undeserved favor), and received by faith
alone. When repentance is mentioned in
Scripture by itself, faith in Christ is also
assumed. Repentance does not mean

sinlessness. It means, “to change our
mind.” It means to turn away from going
our own way, from living our lives
independently of our Creator, and to turn
toward Jesus Christ in faith. The result is
a radical change of heart through the
indwelling of the Spirit, which results in
a lifestyle of repentance. This Gospel of
faith alone in Christ alone brings both
joy to the soul and a changed life as well.
“Just as David also describes the
blessedness of the man to whom God
imputes righteousness apart from works.
Blessed are those whose lawless deeds
have been forgiven, and whose sins are
covered.”(Rom. 4:6-7)

WAYS TO PARTNER WITH CPI
1. Give to the General Fund, which
enables us to carry out our mission; or
consider becoming a regular CPI
supporter.
2. Mexico: help send the young Huichol
Christian leader Elian Chavez for nine
months of intensive ministry training in
Oaxaca. Cost is $3,500 for tuition, room
and board and travel expense.
3. Peru: help launch the “Word of
Grace Training Center” in Lima. This
will be CPI’s second training center in
Peru and will consist of an 18-month
program spanning two years. The
objective is to equip church planters,

pastors and Christian workers with key
biblical and ministerial foundations, and
send them forth into the harvest fields.
CPI needs $800 for the launch, which
includes promotion and printing of
literature and training materials.
4. Uganda: provide a motorcycle for a
church planter, which helps them to reach
more communities for Christ. And since
motorcycles can also be used for taxi
services or to transport products to market,
pastors can earn needed income for their
families. CPI would like to provide
motorcycles for two of our Ugandan coworkers, costing $1,400 each.

