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A Report on CPI’s Mission in Peru
By Steven Shepard

In Peru, CPI works with four Amazon
jungle tribes and numerous pastors in
Lima and Pucallpa. Additionally, CPI
partners financially with six native
missionaries laboring in church
planting and leadership training.
Word of Grace Bible Institute (June
10-21): Our team of three teachers (two
Peruvians and myself) held two weeks
of classes for 14 students at the CPI
Center in Pucallpa. Students came
mostly from the Shipibo tribe. The first
week we taught church history, and the
second week the doctrine of the church
and pastoral theology – including such
topics as the work of the pastor, church
government, public worship, baptism,
the Lord’s Supper, tithes and offerings,
evangelism and church planting.
CPI Mission Team (June 28–July 8):
Our mission team included 15 people
from four states. We ministered in
church services, held two medical
clinics (treating over 200 people), held
an eyeglass clinic, four children’s
programs, a women’s ministry, a

wedding ceremony, put in a cement
floor for a children’s church, and
distributed food to the needy in two
communities. A highlight was traveling
by boat with our Shipibo and Peruvian
co-workers to a remote river town
where we ministered in a wedding
ceremony in which one Peruvian
couple and 21 Shipibo couples repeated
marriage vows (one couple at a time).
These couples were already together,
but they wanted to follow God’s plan
for their marriages – promising to be
faithful to each other for life.
Conference With the Yora Tribe
(July 10-17): This was the sixth Yora
conference and the first to be held at
our mission center in the jungle city of
Pucallpa. When we began working with
the Yora tribe five years ago, they had
no church, and most had never heard
the gospel. The Yora people live in a
very isolated village deep in the
Amazon jungles of Peru. Members of
the Yora tribe were flown to Pucallpa
in small planes. About 30 attended the
conference, which is the most we have

Brittany Cosby prays for a Shipibo woman who was a
patient at the medical clinic

ever had. This year I saw a greater
earnestness and commitment to the
Lord than in prior years. Jose, the Yora
chief, commented, “Never before have
I heard this beautiful word. It’s very
important, and I’ll never forget it…This
is a new word and I’m going to tell it
to my people.” They told us how they
are meeting each Sunday in their
village. And we observed church
leaders emerging, though they are still
not prepared to be pastors. Then on
the final day, nine Yora made a public
confession of their faith and were
baptized – the first to be baptized since
CPI began ministry with the Yora over
five years ago. Pray that the Lord calls
faithful leaders for the Yora church.
Lima (July 18-22): In Lima, I
ministered at a breakfast seminar and
taught the five “solas,” and then
ministered in three churches on Sunday.
I also visited the construction site of a
three-story building, which will be the
home of a church, pastors’ residence,
and CPI Mission Center in Lima.

Jaime, pictured with Cesar and Steven, was one of nine Yora to
be baptized on the final day of the Yora conference
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Above: Twenty-two couples mostly from the Shipibo tribe were formally
married in the town of Contamana

Above: Shipibo sister serving communion to our
mission team at the Grace Reigns Church in the
Shipibo village of Nuevo San Juan

Above: Word of Grace Bible Institute instructors
from left: Pastor Otoniel Pardo, Steven Shepard
and Pastor José Luis Bermúdez

Above: Praying before a teaching session with members of the Yora tribe.
A special thanks to Tom and Barb Hopkins who were a great help in hosting
the Yora conference at the CPI Center.

CPI’s Core Values Reflect Biblical Approach to Missions
By Steven Shepard

As a missionary organization, Church
Planting International is dedicated to the
Great Commission of our Lord Jesus
Christ, “Go therefore and make disciples
of all the nations (Matt 28:19).” As we
pursue the Great Commission’s
fulfillment, it is important to not only
have a biblical message, but biblical
methods as well. We believe that CPI’s
twelve Core Values reflect a biblical
methodology of missions: 1) Christcenteredness, 2) the power of the gospel,
3) the guidance of the Holy Spirit,
4) compassion, 5) prayer, 6) church
planting, 7) building for the long term,
8) indigenous methods, 9) leadership
training, 10) working through
relationships, 11) cultural sensitivity, and
12) unreached and receptive peoples.
Let’s consider how these core values
work together to form a comprehensive
mission strategy.
The gospel is about the person and work
of Jesus Christ. Ministry should not be
an end in itself, but the outflow of our
relationship with Christ, who must take

preeminence in all things.
The gospel message is God’s method to
both convert the lost and transform their
lives. The Holy Spirit leads the way and
makes the ministry of the gospel
effective. Compassion visibly
demonstrates the gospel. And prayer
keeps us relying on God who alone can
do the work in the hearts of the people.
The result of preaching the gospel is
the planting of new churches. Because
local churches are rooted in the
community, they will have a long-term
impact. This is the test of missionary
work – not what happens when we are on
the field, but what continues to happen
after we leave. This is why it is important
that new churches are indigenous or
native churches that do not depend on
outsiders for their continuance.
Indigenous churches are self-governing,
self-financing, and self-propagating.

But without strong leaders, churches
will fall apart. Leaders must be called
of God and equipped in foundational
biblical truths. Our part is to co-labor
with faithful servants of the Lord
through building close Christ-centered
relationships. This takes time, and in
the process we need to learn from and
adapt to their cultures.
Finally, CPI gives priority to fields
that have not yet been reached and that
are receptive to the gospel (Rom. 15:20,
John 4:35, John 6:44).
In conclusion, Jesus said, “I will build
my church, and all the powers of hell
will not conquer it (Matt. 16:18 NLT).”
Building the church is Jesus’ work, but
we are all to play a part as His
instruments and servants. Jesus said,
“…I chose you and appointed you that
you should go and bear fruit, and that
your fruit should remain.” (John 15:16)

JOIN US ON MISSION BY BECOMING
A REGULAR CPI PARTNER!

