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Update on CPI’s Mission Fields
By Steven Shepard

Mexico
Church Planting International grew
out of Christy’s and my work in Mexico
from 1982–1986, and over the years has
worked with seven Mexican churches,
either planting or strengthening those
churches. CPI still works in the remote
mountain village of Guadalupe Ocotan,
where a body of Huichol believers
perseveres amid persecution and in
spite of the passing of their pastor four
years ago.
Dec. 27 – Jan. 9: I traveled to Tepic
and then Guadalupe with four Mexican
co-workers, to encourage the brethren
and conduct training. The goal of the
training is to equip the church to carry
on the ministry in the absence of their
pastor. And, by God’s grace, they have
done amazingly well.
Upon arriving to the village, I was
amazed to find a dynamic move of God
among the youth, with about 20 in the
youth group. Pray that God would call
Huichol young people to reach their
people for Christ.

(Above left): Mission team to the village of Guadalupe from left: Oscar, Steven, Miguel,
Lupillo and at bottom is Pastor Lenon
(Above right): Preparing for baptism among the Huichol Indians in Guadalupe Ocotan,
a remote village located in the rugged Sierra Madre Mountains of Mexico

Peru
CPI began working in Peru in 1999
and currently co-labors with about 20
native missionaries who serve in the
Amazon jungles and in the capital city
of Lima – planting churches and
training leaders.
Jan. 28 – Mar. 12: Christy and I, along
with our co-workers Tom and
Barbara Hopkins, conducted an
exploratory trip on the Ucayali River,
held two weeks of classes at the Word
of Grace Bible Institute, ministered in
churches, and made repairs at CPI’s
Mission Center in Pucallpa.
(continued on back)

Traveling by boat to the Shipibo village of Canaan in the Peruvian Amazon for a
two-day conference with about 30 area leaders from seven villages
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The exploratory trip was to a remote
area where there are still Shipibo
villages that do not have churches,
and included a two-day conference
for Christian leaders.
At the Bible Institute we taught the
books of John and Romans to a class
of about 15 students, who were from
three different tribal groups. The
Hopkins and I will return to Peru in
early June for seven more weeks.

Uganda
CPI began work in Uganda in
2014 and now co-labors with
three Ugandan pastors who are
planting churches, training
leaders and helping the needy.
God’s Mercy School
In western Uganda near the
border of Congo, CPI sponsors
a school lunch program for 230
children and 15 staff for God’s
Mercy Christian School.

Steven with Bible Institute coordinator
Marcial Vasquez and Word of Grace
instructor Pastor Otoniel Pardo

Thanks to an anonymous donor, new classrooms for God’s Mercy School are being
built (above) to replace the existing school made of sticks and mud (middle photo).
Ten classrooms in all will be needed to accommodate the school’s 230 students.

The Power of Truth

how we live. On the contrary, when Jesus
makes us free, it inspires us to love Him
and to desire with all our hearts to please
Him. (1 Jn. 4:19).
Now, I have a question. If by knowing
truth we can be free, why has the pursuit of
truth become so unimportant in today’s
Christian culture? Christians seem a lot
more interested in other things like
personal success, personal fulfillment,
subjective feelings and entertainment. Too
often there is very little concern for the
biblical correctness of what is being
taught. “What seems right to me” takes
precedence over what is said in Scripture.
Does it matter when preachers or
Christian authors no longer consider
important such truths as the inspiration of
Scripture, the sovereignty and holiness of
God, the judgment and wrath of God, the
sin nature of mankind, and Christ’s
substitutionary atonement? Or that even
some well-known teachers have suggested
that Christ is only one of many ways to
God? Or that some even say that truth
itself is unknowable – that everyone
determines their own truth? These false
teachers have conformed themselves to
today’s post-modern, relativistic, secular
culture. In so doing they undermine the
Gospel along with its transformative
power. One thing I have especially noticed
in much of today’s Christian culture is the
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“If you abide in My word, you are My
disciples indeed. And you shall know
the truth, and the truth shall make
you free.” John 8:31-32
Jesus defines a true disciple as someone
who abides in His word. To “abide” in
His word means to persevere in hearing,
trusting and obeying Jesus’ word. The
result will be that we will know from
experience (Greek ginosko) the truth.
When we know and are convinced of
truth, it sets us free. This means being
free from sin: from both the slavery of sin
(Jn. 8:33-36), and the condemnation of
sin (Jn. 3:17-18). But when Jesus says,
“You shall know the truth,” what truth is
He referring to? There are many truths in
Scripture. But they all point to one truth:
Jesus Christ. He is the truth. Knowing
truth means knowing Jesus personally. It
means knowing who Jesus is, what He
has done to save us from our sins, and
how we receive what He has done. As we
continue to abide in Jesus’ Word, we
grow in our assurance of His covenant
love, His forgiveness, and His acceptance
of us. This makes us free in the deepest
part of our hearts. But this freedom does
not produce a careless disregard about

disdain for doctrine. Doctrine (which
simply means teaching) is thought of as
dusty, boring, and rigid—as that which
causes disunity or quenches the spirit.
But just the opposite is true. Only a
return to biblical doctrine will bring
about a genuine move of the Spirit and
real unity among believers. This is
because the move of God’s Spirit and
unity is directly related to the condition
of our hearts; and God deals with our
hearts through truth. Correct biblical
doctrine, when understood and believed,
will issue forth in humility, spiritual
empowerment, worship, and love. This is
why Paul commands Timothy, “Give
attention to reading, to exhortation, to
doctrine.” (1 Tim. 4:13)
Returning to our question, “Why has
the pursuit of truth become so
unimportant?” I think it is because the
truth is so completely God-centered
rather than man-centered. The truth,
which humbles man and exalts God, is
repugnant to human nature (Rom. 1:18).
Because of this fact, we can only know
truth through the Spirit (1 Cor 2:14, Matt
16:17). And when the Spirit of God does
reveal truth to us through His word, it
has the power to make us free.
Let us then become seekers of truth
by abiding in Jesus’ Word!

