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Ministry with the Yora, Shipibo, Matses and Mission Team
By Steven Shepard

My most recent mission trip was to
Peru from May 22 to July 18 and my
time was packed with activity. The
morning after I flew from Lima to the
jungle city of Pucallpa I received word
that our beloved co-worker, Samuel Rios,
had passed away from prostate cancer. I
flew back again to Lima for the funeral
and then right back to Pucallpa arriving
just in time for the Yora conference.
The Yora are a small isolated Amazon
jungle tribe that have just begun learning
about Jesus. Because the Peruvian
government restricts outsiders from
coming to their territory, representatives
of the Yora tribe were flown to Pucallpa
so that they could attend the conference.
There were about 25 who attended in all
– the most we have ever had – for this,
the fifth conference with the Yora.

Over eight days, Cesar Soto and I taught
on such topics as creation, the fall, the
Ten Commandments, Jesus’ death and
resurrection, salvation, faith, Jesus’
parables, and the local church. We
continue to see signs of spiritual growth.
Antonio, a Yora man who has attended
all five of the conferences commented,
“Because of hearing about the Good
News, though I have had many trials,
I have not turned back. I have learned
that we should love others and that we
should not go with women that are not
our wives. I did not think like this
before.”
The Yora want to have a church in their
village. Please pray for Yora leadership
to be raised up and for the Scriptures to
be translated into their language.

After the Yora conference, we held two
weeks of classes for 15 students at
CPI’s Word of Grace Bible Institute.
The students (mostly Shipibo) came from
eight different communities to study at
the Institute. We taught a course on the
Christian family and one on the doctrine
of sanctification. Our students are eager
to learn and excited about the Gospel.
After that, my son Josiah, missionary
Casey Kidd, and I flew in a small plane
and then traveled by river to a remote
jungle village to conduct a week-long
training conference for about 80 Matses
from some 20 villages. Casey and his
wife, Giuly, plan to build a home in one
of the villages to live among the Matses,
learn their language, and continue with
the mission of training pastors. (Cont.)

Top left: A Yora man reading Scripture
in his own language during the
conference
Top right: Getting ready to fly back
from the Matses
Bottom left: Matses pray in the
morning before a conference session
Bottom right: CPI coworker and Word
of Grace student Marcial Vasquez
giving his oral exam
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Mission Team

(Continued)

Soon after Josiah and I returned from the Matses, our mission team
of 18 people from four states arrived in Pucallpa. Kim Carrion, a
registered nurse, summed up the experience: “I am extremely blessed
beyond words to share a week with my brothers and sisters across the
earth in Peru. We spent time assisting the local church with updating
their facilities, providing medical and eyeglass clinics, fellowshipping
with communities in Lima and Pucallpa, and teaching of the good
news of Jesus Christ. Please pray that the Lord would continue the
good work in Peru as more are led to the Father! I find it incredibly
amazing that Jesus would gather together His people from many
different areas to experience His greatness! We gathered in one
accord and with one goal, and that was to lead others to Christ
through an outpouring of His love. I am in awe of what took place.”
Top right: Mission team member Greg Barta helping at a
children’s outreach in Lima
Below: Josiah Shepard leading a team devotion in Pucallpa

In Memory of Samuel Rios

The Most Important Thing
By Steven Shepard

“For I determined not to know anything among you except
Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” 1 Cor. 2:2
The inhabitants of Corinth were
preoccupied with worldly wisdom, which
Paul in his letter to the Corinthians said
was foolishness (1 Cor. 1:20). Instead,
Paul announces the true wisdom, which
is Christ (1 Cor. 1:24, 30).
Wisdom means having insight into
reality, which leads us to do what is right
and best for our lives. What is right and
best is to believe in Christ and to follow
Him. This is why Paul was determined
not to know anything but Christ and
Him crucified. This means that Christ
crucified was the constant focus of
Paul’s life and the central message of his
teaching. Paul’s statement presupposes
that Christ also was raised from the dead,
because if Christ is not raised, Christ
crucified means nothing
(1 Cor. 15:14-17).
What do we mean by Christ crucified?
By Christ, we mean God who became a
man. We mean Christ is the sovereign

On May 25, our dear friend and coworker Pastor
Samuel Rios from Lima, Peru, went to be with the
Lord. Pastor Samuel was known for his kindness,
generosity and hospitality as he opened his heart
and home to those in need throughout Peru and
served countless of our mission team members for
so many years. Samuel is survived by his wife
Elizabeth, sons Jhair, Samuel, Edward and Lukas,
and daughters Elizabeth and Daniela.

Lord who commands everyone to repent
and believe in Him, and promises eternal
life to everyone who obeys (Mark 1:15;
Acts 17:30; John 6:47). By crucified, we
mean that Christ died on the cross for our
sins, in our place, and as our substitute.
Why was Paul concerned to know only
this? It is because there can be no more
important or powerful truth than this –
that God came to earth and was crucified
to pay the price for all the past, present,
and future sins of everyone that believes.
Through this one act, Jesus turned away
God’s judgment by taking this judgment
upon Himself. And because of this one
act, God sees the believing one as perfect
in His sight, and will forever welcome
him or her into His presence.
We need only to trust in Christ and His
finished work. Yet this implies the
surrendering of our entire life to Him, a
choice each of us must make. Christ and
Him crucified is the key to life and the

central message of the entire Bible. That
is why Paul said he determined not to
know anything else. Neither should we
know anything else! Paul said in 1
Corinthians 1:18, “For the message of
the cross is foolishness to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved
it is the power of God.” And again in
Galatians 6:14, “God forbid that I should
boast except in the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ.”
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