A newsletter of Church Planting International

Spring 2018

Ministry Update
By Steven Shepard

Training Leaders for a
Huichol Church in Mexico

This past December, CPI Board
member Gary Ackerman and his family
of five accompanied me to Tepic in
west-central Mexico, where CPI has
worked since 1993. We conducted
training workshops in the Barak Church
of Tepic for leaders from four
communities. Among them were
representatives of a Huichol church in
the remote mountain village of
Guadalupe Ocotan. This church is the
only one in the region and has been
without a pastor for three years since the
founding pastor, Domingo, unexpectedly
went to be with Jesus. CPI is seeking to
find and train new leadership for this
precious congregation.

River Trip to New Church
Plant in Peru

This was the first part of Christy’s and
my six week trip to Peru (Jan. 29-Mar.
12). Preston Smith, Charlie Thorsen, and
Jonathan Edmonds from North Rock Hill
Church in South Carolina also went with
us traveling by “fast boat” to Puerto
Nuevo, a remote Shipibo village on the
upper Ucayali River. This proved to be
one of the most awesome mission
experiences I’ve had – seeing the way
the Lord has worked in this village. It
was only in July of 2016 that CPI helped
to send Adolfo Canayo and two other
Shipibo coworkers to Puerto Nuevo to
conduct evangelistic outreaches. At that
time there was excessive drinking in
Puerto Nuevo, but
there was no church.
During the outreaches,
a number of people
gave their hearts to
the Lord, and Adolfo
and his wife Elena
stayed behind with
Pastor Adolfo
the work.

Above: Steven Shepard instructs 15 new believers being baptized in Puerto Nuevo

Adolfo, who is also a student at CPI’s
Bible Institute, left Puerto Nuevo as a
teenager to come to Pucallpa. To enable
Adolfo and Elena to stay in the village
and also maintain their expenses in the
jungle city, CPI began supporting them
monthly. I have to admit I was expecting
to see only a handful of believers. But
instead we found a dynamic, well
organized, and growing church, which
included people of all ages. Those who
were bound to alcohol, as well as the
village chief are now believers and
members of the church. During our stay,
a wedding ceremony was held for seven
couples and 15 people were baptized in
the river. Only God could have done
such a work in the hearts of the people.
Pray for Pastor Adolfo as he disciples
future leaders from this village.

Construction Team

Right after the Puerto Nuevo trip, Carl
Catoe, Steve Goff, Ronney Mackey and
Glenn Boyd (all from South Carolina,
pictured here from left to right) came to
do construction at Torre Fuerte Church
and the CPI Mission Center. They were
such a tremendous blessing – installing a
huge ceiling at the church, raising the
ceilings in our dorms, and doing many
other small but important projects at the
Mission Center.

Bible Institute

Two more courses were conducted in
CPI’s Word of Grace Bible Institute: New
Testament Survey and Preaching, for
which each student prepared and
delivered a sermon based on a text of
Scripture. Thirteen Shipibo students from
seven communities participated.

Above: The chief of Puerto Nuevo and
his wife after the marriage ceremony
Below: The construction team with CPI
coworker and pastor Marcial Vasquez
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Please Pray for These
Upcoming Activities
• Peru (May 22-July 18): Yora training,
Bible Institute, trip to the Matses,
and mission team
• Uganda (early November 2018):
Leadership retreat and mission team
• CPI Board Retreat (October 5-8)
• Mexico (early January 2019):
Leadership training in Guadalupe
Ocotan
Above: Leadership training workshop held in December in Tepic, Mexico

Go and Tell What Great Things the Lord Has Done For You
By Preston Smith, CPI Assistant Director

No matter how many times I read
Mark 5:1-20, the passage never ceases
to amaze me. It’s the account of Jesus
liberating a man possessed by a
“Legion” of demons. Removed from
society and forced to live among the
tombs, day and night the man would
scream in torment and gash himself with
stones. But then Jesus arrives and casts
the demons out, setting the man free.
As Jesus was boarding the boat to
leave the region (at the request of the
frightened townspeople), the man tried
to follow Him. In fact, he actually
begged to be with Jesus. What an
incredible response to what Jesus had
just done for him. And Jesus, quite
accustomed to attracting new followers,
said, “Sure, hop aboard!” Right? Nope.
He sent the man on a mission and gave
him a message: “Go home to your
people and report to them what great
things the Lord has done for you,
and how He had mercy on you.” (5:19)
What comes to mind when you think of
the word “evangelism?” For me it’s
something that I struggled to do – or at
least do well – for a long time.
I can’t count the number of books I’ve
read and courses I’ve taken to help make
evangelism easier, or at least less
uncomfortable. I’ve learned so many
different acronyms and outlines over the
years to help me remember how to best
present the Gospel. Sadly, I’ve forgotten
all of them.

I once took a semester-long course
called “Evangelism Explosion.” Each
week, we would head to a shopping
mall, approach strangers and try to apply
the principles we were learning in the
classroom. I often became so nervous
that I would just ask them for directions
to a store and then walk away. That’s
what you call evangelism implosion!
And then I began embracing the
evangelistic method I saw clearly laid
out in Mark 5:19. After the incredible,
life-changing interaction with this
tormented man, Jesus could’ve easily
allowed him to board the boat and
become part of His large crowd of
followers. But He didn’t. Instead, He
commissioned the man to go and testify
to what the Lord had done in his life.
Then we read:“And he went away and
began to proclaim in Decapolis what
great things Jesus had done for him;
and everyone was amazed.” (5:20)
Evangelism isn’t about following the
best outline, acronym or approach to
presenting the Gospel. Evangelism is
simply proclaiming the wonderful things
the Lord has done through Christ Jesus.
An infinitely holy God has made a way
for hopelessly sinful people to be
forgiven and redeemed – all through the
sacrificial life, death and resurrection of
His only Son. Now that’s good news!
That’s the Gospel! And our journey
from death to life (being born again) is

where we can start in sharing this good
news.
I remember when I stopped being
ashamed of and unwilling to talk about
the life that I led before Jesus saved me.
I was addicted to alcohol and impure
relationships and, quite honestly, I
didn’t want to be alive anymore. But
like the man in our passage, I was living
in the death grips of Satan’s power until
Jesus came to me. And when He did, He
freed me from my captivity. He brought
light to my darkness and my dead soul
to life. He made me an entirely new
creation! And that is the core of the
Gospel message: all of us are dead in
sin and in desperate need of a Savior,
and we can be saved by grace alone,
through faith alone – both of which are
gifts from God, unearned and
underserved.
In my evangelism efforts, I stopped
struggling to find the perfect formula for
sharing the Gospel with others. Instead,
I now start with what the Lord did in my
life when I was lost and hopeless, and
then I point to Scripture to explain why.
Nothing is more personal or powerful
than the testimony of God’s miraculous,
life-giving work in our own lives.
Regardless of whether you were saved
at a young age or later in life, you have a
story to tell of God’s grace and mercy.
And you’ve been commissioned by
Jesus Himself to tell that story.
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