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Ministering to an Unreached
People Group in Peru
We consider the Yora to be an unreached
people group, not because no Yora have
ever heard the gospel, but because there
is not as yet a viable Yora church. There
is not a church that is strong enough
spiritually to stand on its own and that
can evangelize their own people. That is
why for the past three years CPI has colabored with Wycliffe missionaries to
hold workshops for representatives of
the Yora tribe to teach them about the
good news of Jesus Christ. The most
recent workshops were held in the jungle
city of Pucallpa from May 29 through
June 6. The sessions are held in Pucallpa
because the Yora live in a remote village
in an area that is “protected” by the
Peruvian government, meaning that the

government does not want outsiders
going there. So the Yora were flown
to Pucallpa from their village. Using
an interpreter, Cesar Soto and Steven
Shepard taught 16 members of the Yora
tribe for about four hours each day. The
Yora listened intently to the teachings
and have a real desire to grow spiritually.
We were very encouraged to find that
since our last workshops, the Yora
have continued to meet in their village
on their own. They have also expressed
an interest in baptism, which we may
conduct the next time we meet. Please
pray for the Yora, that God would raise
Steven Shepard teaching the Yora
up leaders and that progress would be
made in translation of the Scriptures
into their language.

Peru Mission Team

CPI led a 9-member mission team to the
Peruvian Amazon, June 30 – July 10. During
our time on the field, our team preached at
several worship services throughout the area
and held outreaches among the Shipibo and
Yaminahua tribes. These outreaches included
medical clinics, children's ministries, sharing
of the Gospel and team member testimonies.
Our team also participated in work projects
around the CPI mission center and poured a
concrete floor in the Torre Fuerte Church.
Below: 2017 Peru Mission Team with Cesar
and Isabel Soto
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Yora men reading
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Right:
Jonathan Shepard
examining a Shipibo
woman during this
year’s short-term
mission trip
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Shipibo Training
The Shipibos are a large jungle tribe
numbering about 30,000. They have many
churches, but most of the pastors have very
little if any training. From June 19-30, we
held classes for 12 Shipibo Bible students
at the Word of Grace Bible Institute, which
is located at CPI’s new mission center in
Yarinacocha, Peru.
Students came from approximately eight
different communities, including some
remote areas. Instructors included
Peruvians Otoniel Pardo and Cesar
Soto, and missionaries Mark Cote and
Steven Shepard. The vision is to
strengthen existing Shipibo churches
and help plant new churches in unreached
villages along the rivers.

What is Needed Most in Today’s
Missionary Movement
By Steven Shepard

“No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws
him; and I will raise him up at the last day…” (John 6:44)
What are the “hot topics” normally discussed these days at missions’ conferences
and in books about missions? You hear about the results of a lot of research – heaps
of statistics about unreached peoples, demographics, religions and trends. Also
discussed are missions’ methods – topics such as contextualization, cross-cultural
communication, orality, church planting movements, indigenous methods and much
more. While these things are useful and have their place, I believe that today’s
missions’ movement has neglected what is most important of all – and that is to have
a proper biblical understanding of conversion and the message that God uses to bring
about conversion.
Conversion is the goal of biblical missions, and simply means the turning of a
sinner to Christ. But how does this happen? Not understanding how conversion
happens leads to methods that don’t bring about the desired result. We ask people to
come forward, pray a prayer, be baptized or join a church. If we get people to do these
things, we say they have been converted. But achieving these outcomes does not
necessarily mean that conversion has taken place. True conversion involves a change
of heart – from having a heart with a sinful nature at enmity with God to having a
heart that embraces God in loving submission. Only God can cause such a radical
change to occur. This is why Jesus says, “No one can come to Me unless the Father
who sent Me draws him.” We must be drawn, “taught by God,” and called by His
Spirit. Every conversion then is God’s miracle. And we can only know that real
conversion has happened when we see the evidences of a changed life. (Rom 8:7-8;
John 3:3; Matt 16:17; Rom 8:30; Acts 2:38-39; 1 John 3:7-10)
The method God uses for bringing about
“For I am not ashamed
conversion is His message of the gospel. But in
of the gospel of Christ,
today’s missions’ movement, very little attention
for it is the power of God
is given to what this message actually is. In fact,
all too often the content of the message that we
to salvation for everyone
are supposed to proclaim doesn’t seem to matter
who believes…“
– as long as Jesus is mentioned in some way and
(Romans 1:16a)
some sort of “church” is being planted. But if
we don’t proclaim the right message, we are probably getting people to make only
an outward response. There will not be real repentance or faith, because God has not
changed them on the inside. (2 Thess 2:14; Rom 10:17; James 1:18)
But what is the right message, or in other words, what is the gospel? It is the message
of who Jesus is, that He is God who became a man, who died for our sins and was
raised from the dead. It is the message of His promise to whomever believes of
forgiveness and eternal life. What should we then say when we give the gospel call?
We should not merely tell people to make an outward decision. Nor should we say that
their problems will all be solved if they come to Christ. Rather we should explain
about sin, who Jesus is, and what Jesus has done. We should call people to repentance
and to faith in Jesus as Lord and Savior. (1 Cor 15:1-5; Mark 1:15; Luke 24:47)
In conclusion, we need a missiology that is driven first and foremost not by
statistics, trends and human methodology, but by a biblical understanding of
conversion and the gospel.

Help CPI Return to Uganda: Oct. 30 - Nov. 9
Top: Shipibo students studying in class
Middle: A Shipibo student presenting his
final exam
Bottom: Attendees at CPI’s 2016 leader
conference held in Bundimulombi, Uganda

Preston Smith and Steven Shepard are heading to Uganda
this fall to teach the Word, host a leaders’ retreat and build
relationships with our Ugandan coworkers. $5,000 is still
needed for conference expenses, books and travel.

